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PRESS RELEASE

COP28 Presidency launches program to help
MENA SMEs implement net-zero strategies

e COP28 & SME Climate Hub for MENA will provide free access to tools and
resources to implement emission reduction strategies.

e SME Climate Hub platform is available in Arabic for the first time.

e Through its collaboration with the COP28 Presidency, the SME Climate Hub
will expand its reach in the MENA region.

e For more information visit www.cop28.com/en/cop28-mena-sme-climate-
hub.

Abu Dhabi, UAE — 03 October, 2023: The COP28 Presidency, in collaboration with the
SME Climate Hub and We Mean Business Coalition, has launched a dedicated program to
help small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) in the Middle East and North Africa
(MENA) implement net-zero strategies. COP28 & SME Climate Hub for MENA was
developed to elevate the role of SMEs and non-state actors in the climate process and has
made the SME Climate Hub available in Arabic for the first time.

COP28 & SME Climate Hub for MENA will allow businesses with under 500 employees to
make a globally recognized climate commitment and be counted in the United Nations-
backed Race to Zero campaign. It will also provide access to free tools and resources for
businesses to implement emissions reduction strategies across their business, report
yearly on their progress, and achieve net zero by 2050 or before.

The regional adaptation of the SME Climate Hub has been developed by the COP28
Presidency, alongside the global SME Climate Hub initiative and its founding partner, the
We Mean Business Coalition. The program is being run in partnership with Abu Dhabi
Future Energy Company - Masdar, with support from First Abu Dhabi Bank and the Abu
Dhabi Chamber. COP28 & SME Climate Hub for MENA is expected to provide benefits to
thousands of SMEs across the region in the lead up to COP28 and beyond.
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H.E. Adnan Amin, CEO, COP28, said, “SMEs comprise up to 90% of all businesses in the
Middle East and North Africa, hence they form a major part of the region’s economy and
have an integral role to play in accelerating MENA's transition to net zero. Expanding the
SME Climate Hub’s regionalization in MENA will help us to deliver the most inclusive COP
to date, support SMEs with their climate goals and ensure they are a vital part of our
collective efforts to keep 1.5C within reach."

Despite the growing startup landscape, SMEs in the MENA region, like their global
counterparts, face challenges such as access to finance, the rising cost of doing business,
overcoming systemic inequalities, scaling digitalization, capacity and skill building, and
access to resources and networks. These challenges are amplified when the transition to
sustainability is factored in.

The COP28 & SME Climate Hub for MENA program will play a key role in supporting
businesses in the region to retain their competitive edge in a fast-changing economy.

H.E. Razan Al Mubarak, UN Climate Change High-Level Champion, COP28, said: “Climate
action is an all-of-society mandate and endeavor. Businesses of all sizes are essential in
accelerating our green transition to a net-zero, nature-positive future. At the same time, a
robust climate strategy benefits companies by unlocking growth opportunities and future-
proofing their businesses. The MENA SME Climate Hub will be a turning point for small
and medium-sized businesses in the region to commit to a recognized climate goal, access
practical tools and resources, and build business resilience.”

Maria Mendiluce, CEO of We Mean Business Coalition, a founding partner of the SME
Climate Hub, said, “Through this expansion, the SME Climate Hub will mobilize small and
medium sized businesses to take climate action and help build more resilient companies
and communities in the MENA region. At COP28, the We Mean Business Coalition will host
the Business Pavilion for Climate Leadership to ensure companies large and small are at
the forefront of these crucial discussions in Dubai. We look forward to working with the
COP28 Presidency and partners across business and government to drive the
transformative change needed to tackle the climate crisis."

Following COP28, Masdar, with the support of First Abu Dhabi Bank, will lead recruitment
of SMEs to the SME Climate Hub for MENA to ensure continued support for regional SMEs.

Masdar CEO Mohamed Jameel Al Ramahi said, “We welcome the launch of the COP28 &
SME Climate Hub for MENA campaign with its range of free tools and resources for SMEs.
It will be our privilege to continue leading the expansion of this initiative after COP28 and
play our part in helping as many SMEs in the region as possible in overcoming the
challenges they face in their efforts to reduce emissions and achieve net-zero targets.”

Hana Al Rostamani, Group Chief Executive Officer of First Abu Dhabi Bank said,
“Integrating businesses into the net zero transition is fundamental to achieving global
climate goals, and SMEs must be part of this effort. The COP28 & SME Climate Hub
platform allows us to bring SMEs into the center of climate action and provides them with
opportunities for growth in a low-carbon future.”

COP28.com

For Official Use Only (FOUO)



His Excellency Ahmed Khalifa Al Qubaisi, CEO of the Abu Dhabi Chamber, said, "We are
proud to support the launch of COP28 & SME Climate Hub for MENA. This program
represents a crucial step in efforts to enhance the success of SMEs while promoting
sustainability and aligning with the UAE's ambitious Green Agenda 2030 and Net Zero
commitments. At the Abu Dhabi Chamber, we are committed to facilitating sustainable
economic growth, and we believe that the SME Climate Hub will be instrumental in driving
this mission forward."

For more information on COP28 & SME Climate Hub for MENA and to make a climate
commitment, please visit www.cop28.com/en/cop28-mena-sme-climate-hub.

COP28 will begin on 30 November in the UAE with a fortnight of negotiations, opening with
commitments from global leaders, bringing forward solutions, and concluding with an
agreed negotiated text that helps course-correct to keep 1.5°C within reach and enhance
global resilience. The Presidency’s key focus areas are fast-tracking the energy transition
and slashing emissions before 2030; transforming climate finance, by delivering on old
promises and setting the framework for a new deal on finance; putting nature, people, lives
and livelihoods at the heart of climate action and mobilizing for the most inclusive COP
ever.

- ENDS-
Notes to Editors COP28 UAE:

+ COP28 UAE will take place at Expo City Dubai from November 30-December 12,
2023. The Conference is expected to convene over 70,000 participants, including
heads of state, government officials, international industry leaders, private sector
representatives, academics, experts, youth, and non-state actors.

* As mandated by the Paris Climate Agreement, COP28 UAE will deliver the first ever
Global Stocktake — a comprehensive evaluation of progress against climate goals.

+ The UAE will lead a process for all parties to agree upon a clear roadmap to
accelerate progress through a pragmatic global energy transition and a “leave no
one behind” approach to inclusive climate action.”

About the SME Climate Hub

The SME Climate Hub is an initiative of the We Mean Business Coalition, the Exponential
Roadmap Initiative, and the United Nations Race to Zero campaign. In collaboration with
Normative and the Net Zero team at Oxford University, the SME Climate Hub provides tools
and resources to enable small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) to make a climate
commitment, take action and measure their progress towards emissions reductions in line
with the latest science.

About the We Mean Business Coalition:

We Mean Business Coalition works with the world’s most influential businesses to take
action on climate change. The Coalition is a group of seven nonprofit organizations: BSR,
CDP, Ceres, Climate Group, CLG Europe, The B Team and WBCSD. Together, we catalyze
business and policy action to halve emissions by 2030 and accelerate an inclusive
transition to a net-zero economy. Find out more at wemeanbusinesscoalition.org

COP28.com

For Official Use Only (FOUO)


http://www.cop28.com/en/cop28-mena-sme-climate-hub

COP
UAE

bopual) CilS y&l) Baslual (aaliy 3li COP28 4l
145 o Ui ) Jledigdaw ) (34 dihia 8 ddau giallg
AU sbad) ! jud

‘",.3. & Lal) s dgalgal daugially Byiall GilSadl Sa9 COP28 Talin
ZajoU) Ailaal) Jilaaglly Blsal g WiH Jladig Jouug) (3,0 diis
Clilasi¥) Cpa dad) ciliadi)ia) Ll

dalll dalia Flall s dgalgal daugially Briuall ClSAN S duala o
B J¥ Al

B QLA (GUai gy Flall S dgalgal damigially Bpal) CGAEN S o
COP28 4uli) pe Aigles A cpe Likjd) Jladiy o) (3l ddhia

Gl 365" 8)3lhe ae Gslails COP28 sy cilla] 12023 Lagis] 3 ¢ i
We ) Cillaiy (SME Climate Hub) "Fldl s dgalsd ddaugially 8peall
dalaie b Ao sially Bpreall IS sae Ludd Larais ladliy ((Mean Business
ook 5 Cun (AL aball cilaaliul M e L] Jledy Jaug¥) @4l

COP28.com

Forinterview requests and other media enquiries, please contact Media@COP28.com.
Forlatest COP28 news, follow us on Twitter @COP28_UAE

For Official Use Only (FOUO)



& LesSall e AUl cilgally dhugially Bprall SN el Thjes zaliyl
Bye Jo¥ Apal) Zalll < 5all dasls daia U] &g ¢ Alall Janl)

L) Bl dihia b daugially Sl GIGE) SHey COP28 maliy i
i Cilage 500 (e S Ly Jomy S Sl o Lall s dgalgad Lasdl Jledis
lgee s Al " jpall gas BLadl dles b aliia) Al Lalle 4y Cijine AL 530
il Lo DU Alaal) Jiluglly 3laally ilaglaal) zalipll s LS csasiall aaY)
G adil) (e (gois iy g clgllacl (ggie e Clilasl) e aal) il i

Gy 48 5 2050 ale Jolay caliall sball aiats o) a0

FLall at dgalgal dasgidly Syaall SN K5 5)3leg COP28 4l s
il alizall yiskaty "We Mean Business' Callas ugall 1S5l cdaallall
A oy Sl ilgall ae Oglailly 45)ly] Jg cdabaiall & @lSHal @llliic as
O adsiall (g bl Apg (Jg¥) lasl g ¢ paad Jiall Bl sl
sl b dabaial) elail aan (b ddassially Spiall SN YT alinal) (g iy

020 Loy COP28 (o Al

J<i :COP28 Calyla¥) yaigal (shunl) il el liae salaw 3l diga (e
Lo Y1 3yl dahia 3 S8  Maa) 50 %90 5o dausially Braall @Sl
bl 90 Lly cdabiiall alail) e ey ein JSE g8 13 (b Jladiy
dakial) 8 malind) 138 (D) st lossg Ldahiall b Ald) sball ) JEY) ajes
Byaall SN acas (V) n aaeall elgial Y GhLY) e diloaul
& WSl ey (ALl all Gaiasy dalal) Lgihal gass b ddangiallg
Grina Y] Bl da)s gl Holas (salis Al e Laliall Luallal) 39gal

."2\:1‘93.0 da ) 1.5

Bl Al G V) bl Al ¢ Uad sagdy S saill (g pi)ll e
cAallall Wgilpulas Jie aalsi el Jladiy Jawg¥) (3yi) dalaia & dlawgiallg

COP28.com

For Official Use Only (FOUO)



e laally (JlaeY) dulen LS ¢ linly Jigall ) Jgnaghl Sia 85 cilaas
chlgally byl elisg diad )l GUad qamssiy ¢ msiall Cy daladl) 8 Blsbusal) e
A Jsail) 3T i Levie cbaall sda alig el 3lsall () Jgmaslls

o gially Bpial) GISHEN €509 COP28 zalin adlussusy ¢ Hlic Yl Aol
ped o Loty 9o Land) Jladig JausV) 3yl dahaie b 2Ll i dgalsal

G pod) Lol g Liag¥) 8 dandlil) Lghjear BaliadU ddlaiall 3 S5l
-yl

Jeall o :COP28 b &Ll il sasiall ael) 533l cchylaall o 5 Balans cllis
Aaa¥) pren (ge Gl cAriaal) Clgall paen AL ) 7l daga ALl
by cAaulall achyg Lalie ylae Jufine ) s QU] gl (b aga 90
Oy salll eyl Ll (g Ao dalie daatlin) G ¢ L3) (8 cands il
S atisall Lellae] 48150

5 Agalsal Laugily sl GlGEl <pay COP28 zaliy (ysSu’ scilials
Ao sially Byaal) S5 Jgas adas Land) Jladis Jang¥) (3yal) ddlaie 8 5 Lial)
Dsally Blugl) e Jsmanlly cdy Cafins Alia Ciags Al g s cAilaiall b

SleeY) Ligya sling (APl duleal)

DS Al A8l " (i (e (g9 AT L2l Aadyll ¢ ugbivia Ljle Cillig
Canziaws (COP28 DA :rldl i dgalsal dlaugialy spiuall Sl
Jlee¥) udas” pe 381N AL Jan) 83l Jlee ) 2 lin © Guiir coe (85 Al
& Baally 580 @l Aol ALl Gladal ¢daltisd) dpail] bl
ool (e 1S5l COP28 4l g deall ) alliii oy o paigall clitilia
138 Pl Chaill ) lilal) il aBU (gl jusll Buias asSally (alal

S Ll Al dalleag kel

COP28.com

For Official Use Only (FOUO)



Bl gV ol iy (e pe s ¢ paad il L) sl A8 g
Sra9 COP28 malipy (M lgarn (o daally Liinall lS8l) Qi Zalall algall
Jladiy Javsg¥) 3yl dilaie b 3 Lall juas dgalgal dlangidlly Baall IS
Ao sially ypraall G jaiwal) aeall ydal ¢ paigall Caldled elgil 2aa ¢l )
gk b

b iy jaad d bl el a)l) dies deae JU dila (e
dakaie 8 5Ll 5 dgalsel Aasgially paall Sy 3S5e5 COP28” aliyy
Alaal) Blgally Jilusll 5 (e dtaniy Loy L] Jladig Jaus¥) 3yl

13 8la) alocis o Ug s o193 (3o ()5S < Adanssially Brall IS diaaddl)
Byaiall G (e (Sae axe 5] Bacluas agts Ofy «CCOP28 4l (e zaliyal
lleg¥) Ll laasga 3 legalss U cbasall e qaliall dalaidl 3 ddangidlly

S AL sbal) Cilaal (g

Gsral o 1Y) oasl @by e ganal (sl udyll ¢ Sl lia Culli
daplisall AL slall Calaal (3825 3gen Gana Jausially Bpaall Al # L)
Tl ey Fliall s ClelS dgalsar dalal) duallall Cilagaball ) Jguaslls
Gl dikaie & FUall s dgalsal Aangidlly Bpraall CIASAl S50 COP28’
sty ALl Jeall 3 GIGA 038 dealios dandil Jlaal) “Linsd) Jlady Jaus Y|
Bl e JA e ¢l d8alg]) 3gea) Ul 3 gl saill a b

p bl deliag Blai die ale jpaa ool 3RS des] Bales JB orall 13gsg
Agalll Gasga ) (yaum zyas ) alipdl 138 (U] aea 8 dealudlls ad

e annaty Loy Al ity Adansgially Sysuall SN Jleel gai aca

COP28.com

For Official Use Only (FOUO)



AL alall Zuadi) 1) 5y0lially 2030 o) paddl duilagll 5212y Cildagio
ey el tisall daaiill (abaty dagdl delicas e de b L5l ae <2050
4 palian (o3 Jladl) joally aSl SV (eily ads - gl SLaBY) gal

N o

Adjall clallaig (65 (aaan

Ao gidly Bpmall KA FLA) K505 «COP28 Jsa Glaglaall (o 23l
slaal) bty agailly L) Sty TaosY1 3yl dilaie b 3 lall s dgalsal
§)th > TR d.@ Ji 2050 (':LC d)jé-‘ @M\

.Www.cop28.com/en/cop28-mena-sme—climate—hub

Ny @byl dlgy b s 30 fyby et COP28 cildla o) ,SAL s
o Aae st Allg (Shsn i (3RS g cpegind e o ciliagliall dlec
e Blaally cAallell TG Digpall rie3 8 agan Loy ¢ callall ALL) ol
A dugia dapd 1.5 (ggise paa)¥) Biha das (B g L) las (salin dlS)

ol WY ol Cangl)

G al A G gil) Al sda sl oad Sl COP28 4wl Jae ddad aiid
i Cllas¥) asdg Al ¢ U8 (8 Jaleg Jgguay plaie JUES) (Goiad aped 1 0o
JSgl) skais AR Claganl) 2 DA e Al Bisail) Gl jekaig <2030
Glaal) iy Blall Gty 8 e Blaall o 5l sl Jgall Ll
IS maall elginl PIA (e dplll BN acag ¢ Al Jaall Jus 3 agriiagg
05l dee dashiia b0

— i

COP28.com

For Official Use Only (FOUO)


http://www.cop28.com/en/cop28-mena-sme-climate-hub

f Al Ol e dualsill gagp DU chal @llhy Syl By Shldial gl
comms@climateenvoy.gov.ae
(COP28_UAE@) susi gdse ye COP28 Calh¥l jage oliy claill AT e oY) Sy WS
Gsall 55 oy Claghedl e wjaly ((COP28UAE) Sli gige e sondll plaliay Lseall olasialy
:COP28 bl jaisa 39 7<)

WWw.cop28.com

rhlay) Algs ddudaind sl COP28 Gilhy) jaije ¢ 51

12 ) aadgi 30 (e 8dl) 8 ¢33 sauS) dinre 8 «COP28 bl jaige chlay) Alss Chuinss
Jsd elu) agd Gar (padd 70,000 e ST jaizall & @l of adgiall ey 22023 aenss
SV aindly Galall o Uadl) sy Aol daeliall cileUndll 50 (e sae s GspesSa Oslsgasas
ApasSall e Aol clealls ubaal) OISl ¢ paal) aainally lully el

ool asil) auiil daalle Aluas Jof COP28 ol jaige agdinns o liall il 3l a5k oy @
LS Gl

s DA e adill aopedl daaly b dana e 3UDU LY 23 dlee chlaY) Algy 25t @
Olaal 3l Cala aal Wi ot mgd Gal o alladl FlLl) p Ui b oleg Jaguany plate U
cJalall AL Jenll 8 manll lgialy AS) L

Al ¢ Ul b Joleg Jaasas alaia JUE) (3aa3 pupess 2 a9 IS auf () COP8 Jae dlad i @
e Al HG] aeag ¢ faal) Jalss Blall sty sl e Lalially ¢ AUl Jisall ldl sk

aigall Jae Aogliia a5 IS5 ganll lgia) DA
:*‘SME Climate Hub’ daugially yiuall clal FUal) S5 oo 534

Exponential Roadmap )l (We Mean Business callay (. 50l ¢ SME Climate Hub
dadls & saall ) Gl 52)89 Normative ge (glaills " aall ) Bladl’ saaidl) r-,.&\ ddang ¢
Aasly AL Jaall AN (e pnal) ddasially Sial) GO Sl lgally Clsdl) Jigsg ysins
Apa) Lialell Bylall Cililasi) (mis sai s yad oA aEl) Guldy ClshaY!

We Mean Business:cillad Jga

COP28.com

For Official Use Only (FOUO)


mailto:comms@climateenvoy.gov.ae
http://www.cop28.com/

ol lehal SV ) 8 1sb SV @iyl o We Mean Business Coalition callas Jasy
Climate 5 Ceres 3 «CDP 3 BSR : & 4y je cileliie pus (e degana (o Hle sag .7 Ll s
Jlae) jins e las deganall s2a Jaxiy .WBCSD 5 «The B Team  <CLG Europe 5 «Group
gy aleai) ) Jelal) Jsatll apedi 2030 sle Jolas Chall ) clblast) (aial ciluandly Zla)

www.wemeanbusinesscoalition.org 5Ly s ¢l e miadl ddjeady o Al aball

COP28.com

For Official Use Only (FOUO)


http://www.wemeanbusinesscoalition.org/

