UAE OFFICIAL YOUTH CONSTITUENCY OF THE UNFCCC

PRESS RELEASE

Youth representatives and COP28 Youth Climate
Champion discuss The Global Youth Statement, a
Declaration for Climate Justice, at Pre-COP
Ministerial in Abu Dhabi

e The Pre-COP in Abu Dhabi, the critical final climate ministerial before COP, was
attended by a large youth delegation for the first time this year.

e The COP28 Youth Climate Champion, H.E. Shamma Al Mazrui, gathered the youth
attendees for a high-level roundtable on youth ambitions for COP.

e The roundtable brought together participants from various programs, including
YOUNGO, the official Children and Youth Constituency of the UNFCCC, the COP28
International Youth Climate Delegate Program, which is serving to bring youth from
severely climate-impacted communities to COP, the COP28 UAE National Delegate
Program, UNICEF Youth Advocates, and other high-level participants.

e Attendees discussed the Global Youth Statement, set to become the centrepiece youth
advocacy document for COP28, representing the consensus demands of youth and
children worldwide.

e The Global Youth Statement is an annual statement produced by YOUNGO which
compiles insights, expectations and policy proposals from children and youth
organisations and individuals and institutions across the globe, from over 150 countries.

e The COP28 Presidency has been committed to transparency and open dialogue by
involving youth and children in all major climate policy discussions throughout 2023,
including the crucial Pre-COP.

e The data of the submissions will be used to synthesise and structure clear youth climate
policy demands for the COP28 negotiation tracks and other key environmental topics.
Further analysis, evaluation, and finalisation of the statement will follow, with aim for
the proposals to be considered and integrated into the COP28 deliberations and beyond
by governments nationally.

e This year, the Global Youth Statement was presented during the Pre-COP stage, rather
than mid-COP as in previous years, to enhance the effectiveness of incorporating youth
requests into the negotiation processes.
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e The COP28 Presidency aims to centre youth perspectives in international climate
policymaking, setting a model for future COPs.

e The Youth Climate Champion has assumed the responsibility within the COP
Presidency of mainstreaming youth participation and amplifying their voice in the
COP28 process, mobilizing substantive youth policy input and outcomes.

e Inclusivity is one of the core focus areas of the UAE’s Presidency, with young voices
playing an integral role in achieving ambitious outcomes during COP28 and beyond.

Abu Dhabi, 30 October 2023: A key event held at the Emirate Palace in Abu Dhabi has
highlighted the aspirations and demands of hundreds of thousands of young climate
leaders from around the world, setting the stage for COP28.

The roundtable convened members of various programs, YOUNGO representatives (the
Children and Youth Constituency of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change)
including the COP28 Youth Climate Champion, UNICEF advocates, H.E. Shamma Al
Mazrui, and the COP International Youth Climate Delegates Program (I'YCDP), which is
bringing 100 youth from severely climate impacted and underrepresented communities to
the COP, and the UAE Youth Delegate Program. The UN Deputy Secretary General Amina
J. Mohammed also attended the event.

They gathered to discuss the Global Youth Statement (GYS), a representative policy
document produced annually that is built on consensus among global youth, aggregating
the demands, insights, expectations and policy proposals of young individuals, youth
organisations and institutions from over 150 countries.

The GYS is the result of intensive policy consultations conducted by YOUNGO, as well as
from the integration of policy statements from local and regional Conferences of Youth
(LCOYs & RCOYs). These have been organised by YOUNGO in collaboration with youth
organisations in 110 countries in the lead-up to the global Conference of the Youth
(COY18) which will take place between the 26 and the 28th of November 2023.

The inputs received were synthesised to present clear climate policy demands across the
COP28 negotiation tracks and beyond, ranging from climate mitigation and adaptation,
finance, and energy, to loss and damage and climate justice. It calls for an inclusive
approach to climate governance that acknowledges the disproportionate impact of the
climate crisis on the Global South and vulnerable communities, including youth, and
underlines the need for systemic and radical action.

Further analysis, evaluation, and finalisation of the statement will follow, with aim for the
proposals to be considered and integrated into the COP28 deliberations and beyond by
governments nationally.

This year, the Global Youth Statement condensed demands were presented during the
Pre-COP stage for the first time, instead of mid-COP as in previous COPs. This initial
release will be a condensed version in UN aligned Language, to allow for parties and
negotiators to have a more actionable document, at an earlier point in time. This change
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aims to improve the effectiveness of incorporating the requests of the youth into the
negotiation process.

The event emphasises the COP28 Presidency's commitment to transparency and open
dialogue by involving youth and children in all major climate policy discussions throughout
2023, including the crucial Pre-COP. During the event, YOUNGO representatives
presented their recommendations to Her Excellency Shamma Al Mazrui, the Youth Climate
Champion for COP28, discussing various key thematic areas outlined in the Global Youth
Statement.

“The COP28 Presidency is committed to achieving unprecedented youth and children's
inclusion in international UN climate change negotiations. We have been diligently working
on a series of initiatives to offer comprehensive support to youth at every stage of the COP
process. Over the past year, the YCC has engaged with young people from across the
globe to ensure that their voices are integrated throughout the entire COP28 process, with
the aspiration for this to become the expectation for future years as well” H.E. Al Mazrui
said.

“We have presented today the condensed policy demands of thousands of young people
that were involved in the process within the Global Youth Statement and urge Parties to
take action based on them during their negotiations at COP28, as they provide practical
and comprehensive proposals that are actionable for the negotiation table and in the local
perspective for parties. We appreciate the emphasis on youth participation by the
Presidency, but for this engagement to be meaningful, they need to be integrated in the
COP final outcomes," the YOUNGO policy team stated.

YOUNGO has been crafting a position statement in preparation for COP since 2005 in
Montreal. Since COP25, this effort has expanded and evolved into an extensive process
of collecting and synthesising inputs from children and youth representing countries
worldwide. This aims to produce a more holistic, inclusive, and consensus-based set of
proposals to represent youth around the world.

For COP26, approximately 130 countries participated in the institutional and individual
inputs were collected. However, for COP28, it is anticipated that the number will exceed
150 countries in both qualitative and quantitative inputs. In the previous year, over 130
countries contributed to the statement, and the goal is to involve all UN member states in
the COP28 statement. On the quantitative side, this year also there was a partnership with
the U-REPORT under UNICEF HQ.

This growth underscores the scale and increasing importance of the Global Youth
Statement and the dedication of the youth climate movement to providing meaningful
contributions to the multilateral climate negotiations.

The GYS aims to amplify all voices under the age of 35, with a special emphasis on youth

from most vulnerable communities such as indigenous peoples, those with disabilities, and
communities at highest risk.
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The COP28 Presidency strives to place youth perspectives at the core of global
policymaking, setting a model for future COPs.

Meanwhile, the YCC is the first position within the higher COP leadership to ensure the
meaningful participation and representation of youth in international climate decision-
making and mobilise substantive youth input and outcomes from the COP and UNFCCC
processes.

- ENDS-
Notes to Editors COP28 UAE:

e (COP28 UAE will take place at Expo City Dubai from November 30-December 12, 2023. The
Conference is expected to convene over 70,000 participants, including heads of state,
government officials, international industry leaders, private sector representatives,
academics, experts, youth, and non-state actors.

® As mandated by the Paris Climate Agreement, COP28 UAE will deliver the first ever Global
Stocktake — a comprehensive evaluation of progress against climate goals.

e The UAE will lead a process for all parties to agree upon a clear roadmap to accelerate
progress through a pragmatic global energy transition and a “leave no one behind”
approach to inclusive climate action.

Youth Climate Champion (YCC)

® The Youth Climate Champion (YCC) is the first position within the higher COP leadership to
ensure the meaningful participation and representation of youth in international climate
decision-making and mobilise substantive youth input and outcomes from the COP and
UNFCCC processes. COP28'’s Youth Climate Champion is Her Excellency Shamma Al Mazrui,
UAE Minister of Community Development and previously State Minister of Youth Affairs.

e The Youth Climate Champion aims to amplify the climate action and influence of young
people everywhere through four pillars collectively known as PAVE. Enhance participation
of youth within the Presidency and UNFCCC process, and increase access to the COP,
especially for youth from Least Developed Countries and Small Island States. Spurring
action through advancing and celebrating youth-led climate action and ambition,
particularly in the UAE and Arab region. Relaying and amplify the voice and policy positions
of youth within the Presidency and UNFCCC. And championing education through
empowering youth to play an elevated role in climate decision-making through awareness
and education opportunities.

YOUNGO
YOUNGO is the official children and youth constituency of the United Nations Framework

Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). YOUNGO is a vibrant, global network of children and
youth activists (up to 35 years) as well as youth NGOs, who contribute to shaping the
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intergovernmental climate change policies and strive to empower youth to formally bring their
voices to the UNFCCC processes.

COP28.com



UAI OFFICIAL YOUTH CONSTITUENCY OF THE UNFCCC

il G Jaigal el Aufisl) cileLaiay) Ghala e

ol Ll ol ¢ 9Bl LAl gliaay Qldll #Lall 5

dalial) Allaall Tdle) Jiay (53

dd auls Gl gaad JAT Jidi gl COP28 J Lingal) cleliay) o
alaldl 138 530 U5 el (oo b D gdan 2y i) saiha

LBl Qlall e ga aaiad QlLal ¢ Uall Ba) ¢ ey 5l Lad e
Ssiual) 8 G)lsa g lada) DA COP28 4 agilagaln

™l Jadi de giia cilaliing maby (1 (RSMe paad Apdli duda

3 Oalil) ¢ Lall clay) Gl ptiag ¢ lall Agal) QLAY gaia

Ol &)Uy Saaiall ad) ABLEY dyluidl 554 YOUNGO 5 COP28
MRy g Flall il

O8 madll Ayl Al Jia o) allad) Qladd) Gl (R8LL  guaal)
COP28 & lgani alsa ll allad) sladl ¢pa Giludl) Gulllas

Gl cla iy i Clgag aes YOUNGO aiasf 531 (goinad) oyl
53150 ¢ i o

YA e zsidall Jleally Adladdls dajile COP28 Gilha¥) jaije Al
DS Laliall duboadls Laldl) Al CLEEDY aaes A Gl 4S)La
Y jaigal Lngaill cilelaiay) Jadd Silly 2023 alad)

Forinterview requests and other media enquiries, please contact Media@COP28.com.

For latest COP28 news, follow us on Twitter @COP28_UAE COP28.com



Laliall clubudl daa)y cldlie deluay adiil addiadin Ol cHile ©
A LY, COP28 b agitl) s (e Lgaialy Lol dalil)
AT Aty Ak gadalga B Lgia Balia)

o 3 Y Ball GPRY) jaigal Lngadl) cleladay) Gad Ol mali @
oAkl cliles & Gludd) b 7l

Cilayidall B i) Cisgs Ll Lawiiy Sulad sgdun eallal) Glil) Gl @
d (e g 2319 COP28 4 dalil) ciliBlial) & Lgalasly Lghadaty Al
daihgl) Cligiall Ao cilagSal)

agilpnal £ lan) Gladag cbaddl asay (€al o Jaxi COP28 4uli) @
andily  gaigall oo Laghiia o Ljsaa Teja agilagals 0sS5 ol allal
Aldinal) Gl cpaifal 7 dgal

ab sl Jlanly laddl AL Jujad ddlg e (A laddl Ul 323 @
b zg Al 3ggal) aiay COP28 o dalil) ciliagliall dples (aca
allad) Joa Qluill A8 yghaly anlud Allad gilily

Aully Jao dbal dpulul) B (san) asaadl slgia) Glada JSi @
Aol 3l aggall Caa dald Al QL& ¢))] Jiagg COP28
aigall A cilagakal)

daati 8y)9 so9 ) 3all g oy L Maw 061 : 2023 JfﬂSi 30 (ks

g Law¥l bl jaise ) il e «COP28 i lall &Ll 53 adiaal
eigal Apaglail) Adaal) 3 Jeld e el agalal Zaall dalifs 4La) Jlad
REPAY

Oaa e alasls LY il 8 (sl dasdy djles duds DA A ols
By (b Cm Oslaily el ) cCalylaY ) aigal dpngall Lylyell cile LaaY)
ol (s sasiall aedU dyUaY) AU Aludl) slall tiaay caluill 5 Ll

COP28.com



5 e (YY) cilie gy cilallss e 3€50 5 Gus (YOUNGO sl
.COP28 J ialasia) callall elail paen (go alaill & Lidl

CahRY) aise dnlh) a3l rclliy Audall DA egyhal) Lad e sy
Aleadl (8 Borae & S0 aiSlie ity ludll (S8 ey COP28
a3l Cihyalial) (e e sena o Ulee aaly iyl 5oaxie Zodlial) dua glanl)

LS . ablY) aise dalee dalie (e Alaje JS 8 Clal) AS)Loe Jandsig ac )
elatl Calide (ye L) ¢ palall aladl Ik caladl &Ll 535y (3358 (b
clalally cliagleall Jabye s o Lalesls agllaly agih)l Jlayl ¢lacal allal)
Clpaige PDha zeil) 138 i of Jali a3y «COP28 Calylal yaigas Lialall
M aaalal) Cal LY

oo Cfiany cBaniall 2 alal) (el 450 cdense Aind jgema sl cags WS
Csaie 100 iy 1 @ liall Joall Ll agaie aaliny (ag «YOUNGO
(b Cilpaige & i 81y Flall el Loayas Y)Y Joall (g il
cCnatisl) Ol malin (a9 «COP28 1 cpua)ill 5 liall LY} alah gaiag

onal S)lie ) diLayl

Aol degana puid Aoy Jiar (5 (GYS allall Ll (ly orainall (g8l
Clal) clabiie lgle il ) il Aalal) lubud) cila e (e s
Jon Ai€a chliind e lal) delua & s Al 150 o ST (e cdallall
clily zley) ) BLaYL (YOUNGO gy cadls Al Gladlly dalad) cilubad)
LCOYS) alial) uill Al ly L) L) el yaige dualall cilulaud)
Wsa 110 & Lt labiie pe (slaillh YOUNGO giakis 3l (RCOYss
@ills ((COY18) sasiall aadll el jaige (1 Bydie Aialil) daiall Talanind
2023 st 28 26 o sl b 0 suS) Aine b ol

COP28.com



sy Baane e il alladl laatl) (lay Aalad) i) alasinl
CalylaY1 aigar Lalall Gaglall ciylue (raca lgah) A Lalie cilula
cagailly "ol 5 "Caeanll’ i Ay aualse Jolitig ¢ aigall a2y Leg COP23
ing mgie (6 () Olal) seg ALl Allaally iYWl sl 5 aslally
daalial bl iy Sign ) o Al) Jaall dashie (aca pranl) elgial e
el s clelnl L je FSY) Cladinally (allall igindl e saaal
Lgigalsal dpda leha) 3A3) 55 uimg ladl) e L)l

il CilosSall agti of Chagy dinalye (g ¢ ulin) Lanitiy Olalas Sl dgdisnss
g Glaglia aa laled) aa sl dmiall e lpging Al cila el 8
.COP28 wl,Ly!

alal) clubd) s e LDl ad g 2 S oY) Bl 020 ety

el Lugall dlelaay) P alladl CLal ply Lty Al Ll

ool ileny Baladl Cua WS aigall alinl 5 ol Lgani e Yoy el
ad) by Al 8 Lgaladiad iy ) allly sl e A05Y) Al e
llaie Gulas Sa Ay e Jalaill aaslially duinal) b & Lawdl c5anial
Aglee & L) il 2 Le) Adlad Gl CilhiaY) oda MAT) g ¢ Ko iy b
05l Aaldl) calilaally i glail)

A Jlsall Jladll dalily 28lally mguaslls COP28 duls; alill dulladll 038 )y
Pl 2l lubdly Lalal) L)l laalid) pues & QL) AL ey
LY aisal gl duliel) clelaal) Pl lialall dads )y 2023
Hae Hsians agiliasil YOUNGO ties (ialyinl dulsl) cirgsis .COP28
At Auanadial) Cilegungall (e degiia degane calsln lly ¢ gop)5all Lad
el Gl ol 8 Baaadl)

COP28.com



llas Las Liadd' :Jsally Adladl) Jsa YOUNGO (328 (3o Cadsiia = jucg
bl LAl Gl slae) dlee 8 cpSlia) GV Aalall dpluall bl
L [l «COP28 & ciliaglial) dulae Garia lgaladls duinall caly L) (llaiy
Dbl Glgay aSais lgale (gl (K (dlaldp dalee Cila jie (o dbanals
i Hlaag elgial Ao COP28 4uli) 55 jaig ¢ Jeall caliad duladll
Oann g3 laaly «BbRY) jaige dilae (b agiSlia Jumitiy Lo

M aigell dlall ila il

Ml 2005 ale Jusiise b adl 3 GLLY) ai5e 3 (YOUNGO a5
Alals dolas praail ggall 38 sk By calylaY) el alawind ey Ol
O Ao sanad dhasill Caags callall elad] maan o bl fran ilaalise panl
Ngale @algiall ol ¥) puian (uSatg (gginn Ally ALalall culs jiaal)

130 3 ol e (e aledlly Slicsgall (10 COIAM pas 3¢5 28 COP26 (S
a1 8 elme ¥ Joall aen AS)Lke adad el aay ALl clgindl DA dlga
Bl oty () ads ilaBgil) (8 (COP28 & allall L) Ly (esia 3ol

die gy (ilgs 150 (e ST e il Al Cilaaluall pas i diegig d0S
ALyl oda Sad s il Aalall dae Laa) U-Report i ae 4815

Llee (o Bfige Cilatlise adiiy YOUNGO Lllls lad) 138 doaaly 50
chLYY Badeie daalid) ciliagliall

ald JS8 S ae clale 35 g 050 Ll Glgeal Jlad ) olul) Caagas
LLa¥) gl Jie Fliall s bl Lapas SSY) cladina) (e lul) e
B el dim ) ciladiadly asgll Claaly

Jua) Glacag caludll aedy pSai Je COP28 il jaise 4ully S
sall Jas dashie (e Lysna Teia agilagals (1585 Oy allall agila jidag agil)]
Aobiasd) CahLaY) il paigal 7 dgad aadiig

COP28.com



Ly 38y lasSally Clall daapd ( deagl) dals Claall &Ll 52y Jidd
Sty bl s (i LpaY) sastiall adY) ks dlal)l L3LY); COP28
Slagliall Llae i agilallaig aaehl Juanly QLal AL J3ad Adggase
Alad zilitg Sl g Al 35gall 2iag (COP28 dleny Lalall cliliily

Al Joa QL) 25 ylaty aalud

_(5@33‘_

(COP28_UAE@) sus pdse e COP28 bl jaize oliy bl AT e g Y] oSy LS
asall 55 ay Sleglaall e ajaly ((COP28UAE) il piige yie sl alaliay jgeall alaiuly
:COP28 ahylyl jaisal (g Sl

rehley) Algs Adudains sl COP28 illy) jaije ¢ 5L

12 ) uedgi 30 (e 83dl) 8 ¢ 20 5auS) dinre 8 «COP28 bl jaize chlay) Alsy Chnainss @
Jsd slui) agd Gar (s 70,000 oo ST asll 3 @bl of adgiall (g5 22023 aens
SV aindlly Galall o Uadl) sy sl daeliall cileUndll a6 (o dae s GspesSa (slsgasas
aasSall e Aol cleally cpubal) ISl ¢ nal) aainally Dlully el

sl arl dnalle Aluas Jsf il COP28 ol jaife agfan ¢ liall Gl GlE) 25 rns @
b paled Alasll denlag Alald dlain) aad ) jaisal) Ay ety GUEY) alaal 2ais 5 el
LAl Janll sl Sl ) allad) sale)

daualy Gub dhia e Glisly QLY AS Gu @85 deagill ) Giags dlee cleY) Algy agin e
<V COP28 4l dee alad o W) ¢ AL Jaall Cileguinge paan e 3sdi) ) popedd
sy (A8l g Ui 8 ahaiag Jaley ggay alaie JU aind g g IS al () s
DA e Aabal) BN aag ¢ Guall dideg Slall Gauady Aapdally piall doleng ¢ ALl dagall bl
il Jae Aaghiia a5 IS8 gaeal) olgia)

rbadll F L) Sat)y e A
Lalall LYy COP28 (318 4l s clasSally alustll Aoy (s Jasnsll dala ol 5 L) 53y JE @
paehl Jlady Cludl) AMe el Alggue 5Ty lal) s ol dyllay) sasiall adY) ddlisy
Glubiw g all 29gall 2iay (COP28 dleay Ll cililally ciliagliall diae o agilallaig
el Joa Ll 458 ki aalus Allad il

COP28.com


mailto:media@cop28.com
http://www.cop28.com/

OIS af o Al Lgaaliinl DA Ge calladl Joa ladll jan il Qlall S L) 53 Jexiy @

oSy (Ll Lty Aaldl) ciliaglaall clilee o pgliiats agilginly clutll A Lae S35 1 0

ey cagila ey a)|SH Jlady iy Lol (ak dal] DA e LA pia b daslud) e
bl Bald s Al Jaall (e 2y oLl

:YOUNGO (¢ 5

s Jis ((UNFCCC) alial juall oty sasial) aedl 4yl 286 dulal) 5514) 4 YOUNGO
LaasSall ye clabiidl ) Ailayl (Ll 35 a) Gludlly JebY) e gahadlil) e slall Lol dulle
Gl oSl Cpaala Ograng Ll puriy daleial) ddgal) duegSall clubuadl JSE8 8 G gatlon cplll dplodl)
el s ol A)UY) sassal adY) A8l cililee ) Gaw agilsaal Jlad 00

COP28.com



