PRESS RELEASE

COP28 Presidency host day to drive action to
support world’s most vulnerable

e The COP28 UAE Declaration on Climate, Relief, Recovery and Peace was formally
launched at COP28 on 3 December to focus on climate finance for highly vulnerable
and fragile settings along with an initial package of financial, programming and
partnerships solutions.

o 70 governments and 39 organizations signed up to the Declaration and offered
immediate support to the most vulnerable countries and communities and those
operating in fragile and conflict affected settings to address climate shocks and
stressors.

o The first-ever Climate and Health Ministerial was also held to mobilize global health
ministers and build support for global action agenda on climate and health.

e Over 120 countries endorsed COP28 Declaration on Climate and Health on 2
December during the World Climate Action Summit, $1 billion of climate health
financing was galvanized.

o The Presidency, WHO, and UAE Ministry of Health and Prevention held the first-ever
Climate and Health Ministerial with a historic 100 health ministries, to close health-
related gaps in Paris Agreement implementation to 2030.

o Health Day is framed by the COP28 Declaration on Climate and Health, endorsed by
123 countries, and mobilization of over $1 billion of climate health financing.

Dubai, 3 December 2023: The COP28 Presidency today formally unveiled
endorsements of its COP28 UAE Declaration on Climate, Relief, Recovery and Peace
(the Declaration), as part of its focus on accelerating global efforts to make fragile and
conflicted-affected countries and communities more resilient to the impacts of climate
change.

The Declaration, which has already been endorsed by 70 governments and 39
organizations, enshrines a collective commitment to increase investment and actions to
drive resilience in countries and communities affected by conflict, fragility or humanitarian
crisis.

Commenting on the Declaration, Ambassador Al Suwaidi, COP28 Director-General, said
“Climate change impacts everybody but we are not all being affected equally. In fragile
and conflict-affected settings, extreme weather events affect three times as many people
annually compared to other countries. Despite this, people living in extremely fragile
states receive a fraction — up to 80 times less — of climate finance compared to those in
non-fragile states. The COP28 Presidency is committed to driving action and consensus
to change this.”

Forinterview requests and other media enquiries, please contact Media@COP28.com.
For latest COP28 news, follow us on Twitter @COP28_UAE COP28.com



The day also saw the launch of a ‘Getting Ahead of Disasters Charter’ (the Charter),
which sets out principles for collaborative action to manage climate-related risks and
protect vulnerable populations. The Declaration and Charter are among a series of
initiatives being taken at COP28 to accelerate global resilience efforts.

The COP28 Presidency, IGAD, and the UN also hosted presidents of countries in the
Horn of Africa to introduce their regional climate security strategy, and the COP28
Presidency partnered with the UN Secretary-General to mobilize new support for Early
Warnings for All, the initiative to cover 100% of the globe with early warning systems by
2027.

In keeping with this, 3 December was also dedicated to health, as part of efforts by the
COP28 Presidency to focus global audiences on protecting communities from the threats
of climate change.

As such, the day also featured the first ever Climate and Health Ministerial to be held at a
COP, bringing together Ministers of Health and senior health delegates from over 100
countries. The Ministerial mobilized support for the COP28 Climate and Health Agenda
and the ‘COP28 Declaration on Climate and Health’ that was unveiled on 2 December at
the World Climate Action Summit. It was endorsed by over 120 countries and over $1
billion of climate health financing was galvanized by partners.

Speaking on the day a whole, Ambassador Al Suwaidi noted: “While we build the energy
system of tomorrow, we cannot ignore the needs of people today. We must rapidly
protect and promote their health and well-being while improving the climate-resilience of
healthcare systems and reduce climate-health risks.”

‘Protecting Lives and Livelihoods’ is one of four central pillars in the COP28 Presidency’s
Action Agenda which focuses on people, nature, lives and livelihoods.

ENDS
Notes to Editors COP28 UAE:

+ COP28 UAE is taking place at Expo City Dubai from November 30-December 12,
2023. The Conference is expected to convene over 70,000 participants, including
heads of state, government officials, international industry leaders, private sector
representatives, academics, experts, youth, and non-state actors.

* As mandated by the Paris Climate Agreement, COP28 UAE will deliver the first
ever Global Stocktake — a comprehensive evaluation of progress against climate
goals.

» The UAE will lead a process for all parties to agree upon a clear roadmap to
accelerate progress through a pragmatic global energy transition and a “leave no
one behind” approach to inclusive climate action.

» The COP28 UAE Climate and Health Declaration can be found .

» The COP28 UAE Climate, Relief, Recovery and Peace Charter can be found

» Further information on the Getting Ahead of Disasters Charter can be found

COP28.com


http://www.cop28.com/climate-and-health-declaration
https://www.cop28.com/-/media/Project/COP28/COP28-UAE-Climate-Relief-Recovery-and-Peace-Declaration-1.pdf?rev=e4e0b96e96354bae813f56b1dcd58763
https://gettingaheadofdisasters.org/
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